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Christmas 2014
Christmas is special and particularly
so in Hope Town. The St. James
Players once again put everyone in
the right spirit for the season,
playing to a packed house 3 nights
running, followed by a beautiful
Tree Lighting Festival in the Park,
attended by the whole community,
and leading up to the very special
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
at St. James.

Stay Connected
St. James now has its own website
and YouTube channel stjameshopetown.com.

What’s New?
An Addition to the 'Family'
We are planning to add a room to be used for Sunday School
and other church activities. Designed by Michael Myers, the
addition will not only add greater function, but also enhance
the beauty of our church. See the separate flyer for details
how to donate to the building fund.

St. James Community Center

We also have a Facebook group –
St. James Methodist Church.

Efforts are continuing to raise funds for a much needed
Community Center on land just behind the Mission House.
This Center will help us in our community work, particularly
our Youth Ministry.

Welcome!

Next year see the talented St. James Players performing

We welcome all of you visiting for
the winter and another uplifting
season with our choir, and also
Rosemary, who will be here all
season, at the organ. You all help to
make St. James a special place.
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Funding Challenges
To maintain St. James as a
special place of worship, to fund
the youth work in the community
and to provide financial support
through our Benevolent Fund
requires your regular support.
The on-going expenses for all the
work that we do, plus the regular
up-keep of the church and
mission house add up every
month. Here are just the main
ones.
• BCMC/Minister: 2,600/mo.
• Maintenance: 1,200/mo.
• Youth Work: 1,800/mo.
• Utilities: 650/mo.

In total, keeping the work of St.
James alive in the community
costs around $7,000/month. And
this doesn’t include the countless
hours of volunteer work that go
into organizing activities and just
general behind-the-scene
minutiae that we only tend to
notice if it doesn’t get done.
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their Christmas magic in the new Community Center, not to
mention a host of community activities that will make Hope
Town and even better place to live in and visit.
Help us make this long wished for dream a reality. Contact Rudi
Verspoor (366-0804 or rudiverspoor@mac.com) for more details
on the Center and how you can make your donation and be a part
of this exciting, historic event for Hope Town.

Keeping St. James Going
Funding for all of our continued work is always a challenge. In
addition to the on-going maintenance and repair, utilities, and
cleaning costs, we have regular payments to support the work of
our Minister, Rev. Marie Neilly and the Bahamas Conference of
Methodist Churches, of which we are a member.
In addition to the regular offerings and donations from our
members, we are fortunate to have the support of regular visitors
who have ‘adopted’ St. James during their stay on the island.
Both a strong and active membership and visitors are vital to
continuing the work of St. James in the community. And this
work is an important part of making our community the vibrant,
vital and exciting place it is, with its strong commitment to faith,
family and friendship.
Below, you can see St. James over the years, since 1820. We are
looking forward to our 200th anniversary in 2020.

A huge thanks to all those who
donate their time and energy to
keeping St. James as the heart
and soul of so many individual’s
lives as well as the heart of the
overall community we live, work
and play in.
The Board does its best to keep
expenses to a minimum, but
even then, the financial demands
are still significant. Regular
donations and offerings to help
keep St. James and its
community activities going are
very much welcome.

Friends of St. James
Do you want to be a supporter of the work of St. James in the
Abacos? Visit stjameshopetown.com and sign up for news and
views about St. James and various projects. Lend your hand, your
voice and your support. Many hands and many hearts make light
and joyful work!
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